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Dear Parents and Carers

As we come to the end of another remarkable year at HSL, | want to take
a moment to thank all the pupils for their incredible energy, dedication
and spirit that has made this term - and indeed the whole year - such a
success.

This edition of our newsletter is packed with highlights that truly
showcase the breadth and depth of student achievement and opportunity
at HSL. From inspiring drama performances and sporting triumphs to
environmental changemakers and new leadership roles, there is so much
they can be proud of. | hope you enjoy reading about just some of the
many things that have made this term so special.

Looking ahead, we have a busy and exciting start to the Autumn term,
with key dates and events listed for your reference. Please do take the
time to read through these so everyone is well prepared for a smooth
start in September.

Finally, | would like to wish all our students, families and staff a restful
and enjoyable summer break. | hope you have time to relax and

recharge. Thank you for all your continued support - | look forward to
welcoming everyone back in September, ready for another fantastic
year.

With warm wishes

Helen Wood

Headteacher
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Key Dates - Autumn Term 2025

Monday 1°' September = INSET day. School closed to pupils
Tuesday 2"? September - start of Autumn term for pupils
Thursday 4'" September - Year 7 Parent Information Talk
Friday 5'" September - School closes to pupils at 12:20pm
Friday 12'" September - School photographer visit

Friday 19'" September - Year 7 Icebreaker disco

w/c Monday 22"? September - Open Week

Thursday 25'"" September - School closes for pupils at 1:20pm.
Open Evening 6-8pm

Friday 26'" September - Macmillan Bake Sale
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A letter from the Governors

On behalf of the school’s Governing Board, I'd like to thank the staff for all their
hard work once again this year. As a board, it’s exciting to see the school develop
and grow year on year since it began almost five years ago.

The Governing Board consists of Appointed Governors, Parent Governors and
Staff Governors and provides governance, support and constructive challenge to
the school leadership and operates under the Balcarras Trust who oversee all the

schools in the Trust.

A number of us have been on the journey with the growing staff team from the
beginning and the board has also grown to, currently, 10 governors. The
inaugural governors have now served a 4 year term and some are stepping down
so we're looking for new governors to join us and there will be a Parent Governor
election early next term. I'd specifically like to thank those governors who have
been with us for the past 4 years and are standing down this year.

Have a great summer.

Tim Callaghan
Chair of Governors
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Safeguarding update

Safeguarding over the Summer

During the school holidays there can be lots of new and exciting opportunities, but it
is also a time when routines change. You may feel bored, lonely, anxious, or less
connected. So here are a few tips to help you stay safe, well, and supported.
What You Can Do Over the Holiday

Attend summer youth events - great for making friends and staying active.
Create a summer routine - build healthy habits (sleep, screen time, exercise).
Stay in touch - message or call trusted adults or friends if you're worried.
Reach out early - no problem is too big or too small.

Stay Safe Online

Think before you post—-what you share online can stay forever.
Set your profiles to private and only connect with people you know.
If someone’s making vou feel uncomfortable, block and report them.
Use official sites like Childline or Think U Know (www.thinkuknow.co.uk) for advice

If you're in trouble or need to reach out

Situation Who to Contact

Feeling unsafe or bullied in person Parent / teacher / a trusted adult

Mental health worries Kooth or Childline

In danger or experiencing a crisis Call 999

In the UK and need non-urgent medical Call 111

advice

Prefer talking to another young person Get Connected (www.getconnected.org.uk)
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Safeguarding update

Useful numbers
*In an emergency: % 999
- Medical (non-urgent): & 111
- Childline (24/7 free support): & 0800 1111
- Kooth (online chat): www.kooth.com
- Think U Know (online safety): www.thinkuknow.co.uk
- Cheltenham Youth & Community Trust: & 01242 582573 | info@cyct.org.uk

Please also remember that we have the Safeguarding Flag on our School Website if
you have a concern that you want to raise, but if it is an urgent Safeguarding and
Welfare concern, please call the Police on 999.

a ¥ m

SAFEGUARDING

Cheltenham Support
%) foodbank Hub

Together with Trussell

R Gloucestershire

https://cheltenham.foodbank.org.uk/%20https:/ww
w.gloucestershire.gov.uk/your-community/support-
hub/%20https:/yourewelcomeglos.org/
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Drama updates

Miss Winters spent another Saturday afternoon at the theatre this month and this
time it was to watch the end of year showcases for Theatre Studios at The
Playhouse in Cheltenham. Several of our students across all year groups attend
classes at Theatre Studios and there was lots of variety in the performances from
Snoopy The Musical and Sweet Charity to a piece on children displaced due to war
and Miss Winters’ favourite musical Come From Away from the senior group in the
evening.

It is always so enjoyable to see our students thriving in clubs outside of school and
see their talents displayed on a professional stage. As it was the end of year, there
was also an awards ceremony where a number of our students were awarded! Liv Lea
and Charlotte Deacon received Achievement Awards whilst Josh Grice received the
Zoe Hayes Award for outstanding contribution and commitment.

We’'d like to say a huge well done to Alyssa Hemmingway, May Larter, Daisy Perkins,
Harry Manning, Evelyn Ingham, Freya Halsted-Beale, Saoirse Lemmy and Henry
Taylor for their fantastic performances - it is amazing to have so many of our
students working together across different year groups outside of school!
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Our GCSE Drama students have been
gearing up for their first practical exam
of their devised pieces. Created entirely

from scratch and based on different

stimuli, the students have created
moving, thought-provoking and
incredibly powerful theatre about topics
they think are important to raise
awareness about. The pieces have
demonstrated a variety of performance
skills and a more symbolic way of
presenting ideas and whilst this has had
its challenges, the students have risen
to the occasion and have produced some
incredible work. GCSE Drama is a
fantastic way for students to explore the
world around them and question social
and political issues in interesting ways.
Their maturity, sensitivity and curiosity
has been commendable, and we are so
proud of the work that has been created.
Their pieces have also been teched by
our new tech team made up of 3 of our
Year 7 students - Milo Muncaster, Daniel
Chambers and Will Hucker - who have
been coming to tech club to learn all
about the theory of lights and their
functions. They’'ve attended rehearsals
in their own time and shown such
confidence and professionalism working
with our GCSE students. It is always
lovely when our school community blend
across year groups. Keep an eye out for
these boys next year, they will be doing
the lights for the show!
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Drama updates

Trip to the Adelphi Theatre to watch Back to The Future the musical

As part of enrichment week, 40 students visited London’s West End to watch Back to
The Future the musical. After enjoying lunch in the sun in the Victoria Embankment
Gardens, the students walked up The Strand to The Adelphi. Jam packed with catchy

tunes, fantastic choreography and not to mention mind-blowing technical tricks, the
students were quite literally blown away by this fantastic musical. As always, our

students were exceptionally well-behaved and represented HSL brilliantly as calm,
respectful audience members. For some, this was their first experience of London or
their first West End show and it was truly wonderful to be part of such an exciting
memory.
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The Religious Education department will be ‘renamed’
in September 2025 to the ‘Philosophy, Beliefs and
Ethics’ department to reflect more accurately what we
teach/ study. The Religious Education Council and the
previous Agreed Syllabus have both nurtured a 'world
views' approach to RE - recognising that we explore
different religious and non-religious world views and
the variety found within. This is an exciting time for the
department and students will therefore have PBE on
their timetable instead of RE.

In April the GCSE RE students went to two local
churches to explore and investigate their eco
credentials. This was part of HSL’s co enrichment day.
Both St peter’s and Pip and Jims have ‘Eco Church’
awards which means they have made a concerted effort
to be more environmentally friendly in their land use,
building management, the way their work in the
community, their global links and in their worship. Our
students were engaged and sked pertinent questions at
both locations. Feedback was incredibly positive and
evidence then enrichment activities such as these are
invaluable to our students’ learning.

In June respected artist Razwan ul Hag came into HSL
to work with the Year 7 and Year 10 RE students.
Razwan has had his artwork on display internationally
and uses excerpts from the Quran and Allah’s 99 names
to create images like cars, people, and even items like a
bicycle which was created on a hill for the Tour de
France. More of his artwork can be seen here
https://ulhag.com. Razwan spoke about his faith, his
art and students had an opportunity to write in Arabic
and also use some of his home-made ink and
calligraphy pens to try and create their own images.
Razwan was very positive about his visit, as were the
students.
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Heads of House updates

We want to take a moment to reflect on the amazing achievements and vibrant energy that

have defined this academic year. Our pupils have truly embraced the House spirit, showing

incredible enthusiasm in competitions, daily interactions, and supporting each other in all
areas of school life.

House Competitions: a year of thrilling challenges
The House competitions this term have been nothing short of fantastic! This term has been no
different, from the competitive matches of House Rounders, House Chess and House Pickleball
to the exhilarating Silly Sports Day and Sports Day, our students have shown incredible
teamwork, sportsmanship, and determination. The level of participation from both the
competitors and those cheering them on was outstanding, making each event a huge success.
We would like to extend a massive thank you to all the pupils who gave their best in every
competition. Special congratulations go to Lilley Brook for winning Sports day this year.

ePraise Points: a fantastic term of achievement
The House system has been buzzing with energy, and it's been incredible to see such a

significant number of ePraise points being awarded across all Houses. Whether for academic
excellence, exemplary behaviour, or outstanding contributions to school life, pupils have been

committed to earning points and representing their Houses with pride. The competition is

fierce, and it’s clear that every House put their best foot forward to earn those valuable

points. We are eagerly awaiting to see which House will come out on top of the leaderboard,
but regardless of the final tally, we are incredibly proud of the dedication, teamwork, and
sportsmanship shown by all.

PRORSUM SEMPER



JULY 2025 ISSUE 22

Heads of House updates

A special mention must go to our Year 10 pupils, who have stepped up as our senior leaders and
prefects in school. We are so proud of how well they have embraced their leadership roles,
supporting events such as the Year 6 Transition Day and fulfilling duties around the school. Their
contributions have been invaluable, and we look forward to seeing how they continue to inspire
others in the forthcoming vyear.

Position Windrush Chelt Lilley Brook

House Captain Noah McCrea Euan Cameron- | Wil Ford Lachie Hart

(m) Mitchell

House Captain (f) | Talia Phelps Ella Riordan Arabella Smith Amelie Coates
Garcia

Vice-Captain Tee Redfearn Poppy Palmer- Noah Guest Holly Reader

Powles

Sports Captain Finn Allen Absham Syed Seb Heather Zac Litman

Sports Captain Tillie-Mei Beth Haslett Eva Underhill Bella Court
Robinson

Performing Arts

Phoebe Bruce

Sebastian Miles

Toby Wolfe

Ocean Makiri

Performing Arts

Elijah Callaghan

Daisy Tustin

Megan Roberts

Holly Hartman

Looking Ahead: exciting times ahead
As we wrap up this term, we can’t help but feel excited for what the new academic year will
bring. There are so many opportunities for our students to continue growing, achieving, and
embracing new challenges. But before we dive into all that, we hope everyone enjoys a well-
deserved summer break. Take time to relax, recharge, and make the most of the holidays! Stay
safe, have fun, and we can’t wait to see you back, ready to tackle the new year with even more
energy and enthusiasm!

The Heads of House, HSL
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uke of Edinburgh

During Enrichment Week 2025, our Year 9 students embarked on their Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze expeditions. There were some challenging conditions that needed
careful preparation, but the heat did not win and our students were able to complete

their expeditions. Beginning at Kilkenney Nature Reserve, they walked through

Foxcote, to Shipton Golf Course, past Withington Woods and then on to Bubbs Hill
campsite. Having pitched tents, cooked on Trangias and enjoyed
campfires/waterfights, on the second day students packed up and returned to

Leckhampton. A fun time was had and our students showed real resilience by

completing the walk.
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PE updates

Thank you!

We have had another excellent year of Sport at HSL and would like to thank:
The HSL students for their exceptional commitment each week, regularly
attending all the sports clubs with great energy and enthusiasm to learn.

The HSL staff who have once again made sure there are opportunities before school, at
lunch time and after school for every student to take part in an activity if they would
like to.

And finally, thank you to the Parents and Carers for ensuring that the students can get
to the morning clubs on time, support the school teams, collect the students after our
away fixtures and help support our students to be ready to learn with the correct
sports kit and equipment for each lesson.

All our competitors performed incredibly well in the Field Events on Tuesday with lots
of new records being set across the High Jump, Standing Long Jump, Shot Put and
Howler throw.

It was great to see so many of our athletes that competed at the Prince of Wales
District Athletics Championship win many of their events for their houses too.
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PE updates

District Athletics Championships

Our athletes represented the school with pride at the Cheltenham District Athletics competition
— facing off against much larger schools, they showed determination, resilience, and excellent
team spirit across all events. Our Year 7, 8 and 9 Athletics Teams put in some fantastic
individual performances with a number of personal best times and distances recorded across the
events. This all added up to a very impressive set of team results for each year group.

With over 12 schools entering each event, our final placings were outstanding:

Year 9 Boys - 1st place overall
Year 9 Girls - 4th
Year 8 Girls - 4th
Year 7 Girls - 4th
Year 7 Boys - 4th
Year 8 Boys - 5th
A huge well done to all our athletes — every single one contributed to an impressive team
performance!

Some individual performances were:-
Year 7: Sam Juesas Castro 1st in 1500m A & Morgan Watkins 1st in 1500m B
Theo Mills 1st in 70m Hurdles & Sadie Butler 1st in 1500m B
Cameron Balsillie 2nd in 800m
Year 8: Axel Jeanvoine 2nd in Discus & 3rd in Javelin. Hattie Hay 3rd in Shot Put
Henry Cox 4th in Triple Jump. Phillip Wise 2nd in 800m B
Year 9: Will Robinson 1st in 100m & Eric Shannon & Will Robinson 1st in Long Jump
Will Robinson, Finn Murphey, Henry Longden & Oliver Lister 1st in Relay
Theo Nock 1st in the Javelin & Fraser Warwick 1st in Triple Jump
Henry Longden 1st in 300m & Chloe Kapp 2nd in 200m
Congratulations to all of our athletes this year!
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PE updates

Celebrating Athletic Success!

We also entered a Team of athletes in to the District Trials in May, with a number of
our students gaining selection for the Cheltenham District team:

Lachie Hart: 800m
Henry Longden: 300m & Hammer Throw
Theo Nock: Javelin

William Robinson: 100m & Long Jump

All gained the qualifying time for their events and represented Gloucestershire
Athletics at the South West Regional event.

Both William Robinson & Theo Nock have progressed to the National competition due
to their success at the Regional rounds.

We wish them both the best of luck in the competition!

.
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PE updates

Sports Day Success
This year’s Sports Day was blessed with sunshine, smiles, and a brilliant atmosphere.
The day kicked off with our colourful and creative House Parade, setting the tone for an
exciting and energetic day.

It was fantastic to see so many parents supporting the event, and we were delighted with
the number of school records broken across the year groups. Staff also got involved in
the fun, and there’s already talk of a potential staff race being added to next year’s
event!

A big thank you to everyone who took part and supported — what a way to round off the
summer term!
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PE updates
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PE updates

Rounders Tournament Success
After some delays due to the great British weather, our Rounders Tournament finally
went ahead — and it was well worth the wait! All teams performed brilliantly, with
every year group placing in the top three.
Year 7 made it all the way to the final and finished in a fantastic 2nd place
Year 8 secured a strong 3rd place finish
Year 9 also came 3rd in their section
It was a brilliant afternoon of competitive spirit, great teamwork, and sportsmanship
from all involved.

A particular highlight this term was hosting our Year 9 Rounders Tournament, which
welcomed 10 local primary schools for a friendly tournament as part of our ongoing
partnership with MoveMore. The event had a fantastic atmosphere, with 50 of our
Year 9 leaders stepping up to umpire, coach, and support the visiting Year 6 teams.
Their leadership, encouragement, and professionalism made the event a great
success and created a really positive experience for the younger pupils.

We were especially proud to receive this lovely feedback from a visiting primary
school staff member:

"I just wanted to make sure all the young leaders and helpers for the afternoon are
thanked personally. | got round most of them to thank them for their time and great
efforts. They did a fantastic job looking after the teams, getting to know the
children, umpiring and making sure the next games were communicated."

Individual Sporting Success!
We are incredibly proud of the recent achievements of some of our talented
students:
Millie Whittle secured an impressive 3rd place nationally in Archery - a phenomenal
achievement at such a high level of competition.

Fraser Warwick has been selected to join the Gloucester Player Development
Programme (PDP) for Rugby - a fantastic opportunity to develop his skills with
professional support.

Hattie Hay and Daisy Mason have successfully trialled and been selected for the U14
Gloucestershire County Squad- a great reward for their hard work and dedication.
Congratulations to all our students on their outstanding achievements!
Remember to let Mrs Vaughan know if you achieve any successes in the future - we’d
love to celebrate them with the school community!
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HOW ARE BOORS IN
THE LIBRARY
ORGANISED?

SUBJECT READING CANONS

TEACHERS HAVE SELECTED BOOHKS TO INSPIRE
STUDENTS TO READ AROUND THEIR SUBJECTS.
THESE ARE REALLY POPULAR!

FICTION

MINI-LIBRARIANS AND DOFE VOLUNTEERS HAVE
WORKED TIRELESSLY TO ORGANISE FICTION INTO
THESE BROAD GENRES: MYSTERY, FANTASY,
SCIENCE FICTION, DYSTOPIAN, ADVENTURE,
CLASSICS AND HUMOUR. GENRES ARE CLEARLY
SIGNPOSTED BY COLOURFUL AND UNIQUE SHELF
SIGNS DESIGNED BY YEAR 10 STUDENTS. EACH
BOOK HAS A GENRE STICHER ON ITS SPINE FOR
QUICK IDENTIFICATION.

NON-FICTION

OUR NON-FICTION BOOKR SELECTION HAS GROWN AND BEEN CATEGORISED INTO
EASY-TO-FIND THEMES INCLUDING: INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN, PRIDE AND HEALTH
AND WELLBEING.

ALL STUDENTS AND STAFF ARE | [SUPPORTIVE READS
MEMBERS OF HSL LIBRARY. | |WE HAVE MANY NEW
NEED HELP CHOOSING A BOOK? | |DYSLEXIC-FRIENDLY
COME ALONG AND ASK! WE ARE | |AND SUPPORTIVE READS
ALWAYS KEEN TO HEAR YOUR | (TO CHOOSE FROM.
BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS AND
TO RECEIVE DONATIONS!
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Science updates

CEP ChangeMakers at the Wilson Gallery: Wednesday 25th June 2025

This year, four Year 10 students (Elijah Callaghan, Constance Grant, Henry Taylor and Justin
Collier) and three Year 9 students (Jacob Freer, Molly Hannaford-George and Charlotte Deacon)
have been taking part in the Cheltenham Education Partnership's (CEP) ChangeMakers program.

Together they have attended 5 workshops across this academic year which supported them in

pltanning, carrying out, and evaluating their own environmental project in school linked to Air

Quality and Active Travel.

Our ChangeMakers were given the opportunity to present the results of their project to members of
the public at the Wilson Gallery (51 Clarence St, Cheltenham GL50 3)JT) on Wednesday 25th june.
They created an impressive display complete with interactive elements and spoke confidently to

the public about their environmental work, including the Mayor of Cheltenham, Councillor Dr
David Willingham!

Miss Kennedy would like to thank the ChangeMakers for all the time and effort they put into their
ChangeMakers project, and the parents who attended the evening, along with Mrs Cox, to support
our ChangeMakers.
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Science updates

Active Travel Ambassadors Scheme

Did you know that 1in 5 journeys to HSL are currently made by car? As an Eco-School this is
something we would like to change - we would like all our students, staff and visitors to
choose to walk, cycle or scoot to school where at all possible. It's good for the environment,
good for the local air quality and good for the local community to have fewer cars on the
roads.

That is why 8 members of our Eco-Committee have this year been taking part in the 'Active
Travel Ambassadors Scheme'. A few months ago they went to Gloucester Shire Hall where they
had to give a presentation in front of individuals from the council and other organisations,
where they successfully bid for £200 to encourage active travel at HSL.

With the money the students have been running 'Lockhampton Gold' - a scheme where once or
twice a week a random bike in the bike sheds has a 'golden lock' put on it, and the owner of
the bike wins a free lunch at the school. We are hoping this scheme will encourage and reward
students and staff to cycle to school. 'Lockhampton Gold' will continue up to Christmas which
will allow us to roll it out to the new Y7s, and also reward people for cycling in the colder
weather.

While most of the funding will be spend on Lockhampton Gold, we also bid for a nominal £1 for
postage to write to Vistry Homes. Vistry Homes are the owners of Lott's Meadow - the field
between Burrow's Field and Kidnapper's Lane. Lott's Meadow is the missing link in a safe
route to school for students living in Leckhampton and beyond. While Burrow's has a gravel
cycle track across it, Lott's Meadow has three major barriers to cycling: the kissing gates on
either side, the extreme muddiness for half of the year, and the lack of designation as a
bridleway (it is only a public footpath). The field is designated green space in the local plan,
but it is owned by a housing developer - Vistry Homes. The Eco-Committee have written to
Vistry Homes to ask them to consider removing the gates and adding a hard surface. We have
also presented to various councillors and council staff asking for the same thing. The
alternative route to school is using Church Road, but this is very congested and does not
provide a good cycling or walking environment. If we were able to make Lott's Meadow
accessible to active travel it would provide a much safer, and more pleasant, route to school
for a lot of our students.

Please click the link below for more information about Lockhampton Gold and who we have
presented to recently about enabling active travel at HSL:
https://interclimate.org/lockhampton-gold-students-enabling-active-travel/
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Our Active Travel Ambassadors have worked
so hard this year and have really impressed
all the people they have come into contact
with. One member of the council confided
she had hoped their child would come to
HSL just because they were so impressed by
our Eco-Committee!

Our hard working Ambassadors are: Daniel
Chambers 7WI, Joe Harris 71S, Raffy Betts
71S, Eva Brunwin 7CH, Erin Hodgkinson 8LB,
Molly Hannaford-George 9IS, Henry Taylor
1T0WI and Justin Collier TOWI.

ECeo

HSL Eco-Code 2025
We are proud to present HSL's new
Eco-Code for next academic year,
designed by Beatrice Barber and
Lauren Dege both in 9CH.

Creating an Eco-Code, a mission
statement that acts as a call to
action for all, is the seventh and
final step of our application process
for the Eco-Schools Green Flag: this
is an accreditation that
acknowledges, rewards and
celebrates the ecological
achievements of young people.

We are nearly ready to submit our
application to renew our Eco-
Schools Green Flag accreditation for
this academic year and will let you
know in September whether we have
been successful!
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Science updates

Although the school term may be coming to an end, our work as an Eco-School is
never done. To help our entire community continue to protect our planet over the
summer break please see below for 10 small actions you can do today with family and
friends. Please let us know what you get up to over the holidays to reduce your
personal carbon footprint.

Save energy at home.

Save energy 2t home. "4:. %
Thars "!. wariztyof zimple Cﬂ.'\:‘. you ?"i r\n L] i
5 C 2 £ B from T fé A 5

5 ve. For axample, swap o
.‘ r of s0ap, or cingfim with containers/reuzable wax wraps
Euy sorneﬁ'mgmad-t'am Buy something second-hand.
dan ir Mext fimevou nzed 3 new h..
B 8 check
oung
outt:
ur kmaders srent taking cimate change serigushy us feel Bz our keaders arent taking chmate change senously
Calculaleynurcarbnn footprint
10 10 sircarbon f:,:;*r uzing our free calculator,
carbon footpring ¢
underrtanding of your carbon footpring, then take sction to bring it down. underztarding of your carban footpring, then take sction to bring it down
N E ¥ B

Did you know that National Express is offering free travel for children aged 3 to 15
on their services this summer! Click the link below for more information:
https://bus-news.com/national-express-offers-free-coach-journeys-for-kids-this-
summer/
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NEW PLAVERS FOR 2025/26

FC LAKESIDE U16S ARE LOOKING FOR NEW PLAYERS
WHO WILL BE STARTING YEAR 11 IN SEPTEMBER.

THE TEAM PLAYS IN THE CYFL DIV ONE

ON SUNDAY AFTERNOONS,
LED BY FA QUALIFIED COACHES

CONTACT JAMES FOR MORE INFO 07847 209598
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