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Dear Parents

As we prepare to say goodbye to 2024, it’s wonderful to reflect on a December filled with
achievements, celebrations, and community spirit at The High School Leckhampton. This term has been
a true embodiment of our school values: respect, responsibility, integrity, collaboration, and
excellence.

One of the standout moments this month was the House Gym and Dance competition. Students worked
tirelessly to choreograph and rehearse routines that were nothing short of spectacular. From the
creativity of their performances to the teamwork and enthusiasm on display, it was a joy to see such
talent and dedication. The competition was a shining example of the collaboration and house pride that
make our school community so vibrant.

Our Christmas Celebration evening was another highlight, bringing together students, staff, and
families for a magical evening of music, drama, and festive cheer. Performances ranged from the Jazz
Combo and Senior Choir to drama pieces and instrumental solos, all showcasing the incredible talent
within our school. It was heartwarming to see our community come together to celebrate the season,
and we are grateful to the PTFA for their support in providing refreshments that added to the festive
atmosphere.

December also marked our first Community Christmas Tea Party, where we welcomed over 50 senior
citizens from the local area into our school. Students took on roles as greeters, servers, and
companions, ensuring our guests felt warmly welcomed and well cared for. The event featured music,
drama, and even a gingerbread model of the school created by our after-school cooking club. It was a
privilege to connect with the wider community in such a meaningful way, and the feedback from our
guests was overwhelmingly positive.

Beyond the festivities, our students have continued to excel in their academic and extracurricular
pursuits. From the Modern Foreign Languages Christmas Card competition to the Italian Club’s festive
celebration, their creativity and enthusiasm have shone through. Additionally, our Rights Respecting
Steering Group led a hugely successful food bank collection, demonstrating the generosity and
responsibility that we strive to instill in our pupils.

As we break for the Christmas holidays, | want to thank you for your continued support and
encouragement. Your partnership helps to make The High School Leckhampton the thriving community
it is today. On behalf of all the staff, | wish you and your families a joyful and restful Christmas and a
Happy New Year. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in January, ready for another exciting
term.

Warm wishes,

Helen Wood
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Key Dates - Spring Term 2025

Friday 20th December End of term. School closes at 12.20pm
Monday 6th January Start of Spring Term for all pupils
Friday 17th January Thick Jumper Day - Water Aid Fundraiser
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Safeguarding Update

We know that Christmas can be a magical time for many, but also a time of anxiety and
loneliness. As we move towards the Christmas Holidays, please find a list of different contacts
and agencies you can use for support as a family, should you have any concerns about your child,

or your child wants to seek support themselves.

& T 9w

SAFEGUARDING
Please also remember that we have the Safeguarding Flag on our school website if you have a
concern that you want to raise. However, if it is an urgent safeguarding and welfare concern,
please call the police on 999.
https://cheltenham.foodbank.org.uk/

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/your-community/support-hub/

https://yourewelcomeglos.org/
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The NSPCC are there to help 24/7 and children can call their Childline number on 0800 1111

ThinkUKnow - The National Crime Agency's CEOP Education team aim to help protect children
and young people from online child sexual abuse and provides support for parents and carers.

Safer Internet Centre - allows you or your child to report harmful online content.
Shout is the UK’s first 24/7 text service, free on all major mobile networks, for anyone in crisis

anytime, anywhere. It’s a place to go if you’'re struggling to cope and you need immediate help.
Text 85258

shout

ﬂ;‘ilgi:ﬂfu ishis QJ UK Safer Internat Centre
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House News: House pride shines bright at HSL!

The start of this academic year has been filled with excitement and energy as our Houses
- Chelt, Isbourne, Windrush, and Lilley Brook - have come together to make this term
truly memorable. The Heads of House have all been welcomed warmly into the HSL
community, and the spirit of collaboration and friendly competition has been evident
across all four Houses.

House Competitions - a term of great participation and spirit

From the start of the term, students have shown incredible enthusiasm and dedication in
the House competitions. Whether it was the fast-paced action of House Netball, the
strength and determination of House Rugby, the creativity on display in House Art, or the
academic challenges of House Maths, each competition has been a fantastic success. One
event that stood out, of course, was the House Gym and Dance competition. Watching
students rehearse their routines has been a true joy; not only displaying their talent but
also demonstrating the teamwork and commitment that are at the heart of the House
spirit.

A surprising_ number of ePraise points!

Another highlight of the term has been the fantastic number of ePraise points achieved
across all four Houses. It’s been inspiring to see so many students go above and beyond
in their studies, extracurricular activities, and acts of kindness, contributing to their
House's success. This achievement is a testament to the hard work and dedication of all
our students, and it’s clear that they are embracing the values of excellence and respect
that are integral to our House system.
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House Assemblies - a focus on community and collaboration

The House assemblies have also been an important part of our term, offering a space

for students to reflect on key themes that strengthen our community. Throughout the
term, each House has focused on themes such as how we listen to one another, how we
learn best, and the importance of working together as a House and school community.
Students have engaged in thoughtful discussions about the values and principles that
guide us, as well as the ways in which we can support each other to achieve success.

Most importantly, the assemblies have provided the opportunity to share our House
mottos, which serve as a constant reminder of the qualities we strive to embody. These
gatherings have not only been informative but have also fostered a deep sense of unity

and pride among the students.

Looking_ ahead

The Heads of House couldn’t have asked for a better start to the academic year. The
level of participation, enthusiasm, and positivity from the students has been beyond
what they could have hoped for, and it’s clear that the sense of House pride and
community is stronger than ever. As we look to the next term, we are excited to see
what's in store and to continue building upon the wonderful foundation we’ve
established so far.

Here’s to another great term ahead, filled with even more House achievements,
teamwork, and community spirit!

The Heads of House at HSL
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Chelt:

Your attitude determines your
direction
Never give up!
Make a difference

Isbourne:

Together We Rise

Windrush:

"May strong roots hold you
whilst you reach for the skies"
whilst we follow the Windrush

WAY

We are stronger together,
Always making good choices,

sayving Yes.

Lilleybrook:

Empowered to grow. Inspired to
lead.

Mr Collins
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Community Christmas Tea Party

On December 10th The High School Leckhampton welcomed over 50 senior citizens
into school for our first Christmas Tea Party.

Our guests were very well fed by Ms Joice and the afterschool cooking club who have
been preparing food for the event for over a month. Their masterpiece was definitely
a miniature version of The High School made out of gingerbread - absolutely
stunning.

Mr Bunting organised some fabulous entertainment which included Jazz, Voices,
soloists and the Orchestra. Thespians group performed a drama piece and at the end
Voices were joined by Ms Claydon’s British Sign Language group who all sang ‘We
Wish you a Merry Christmas’ together.

Students welcomed out visitors in true HSL style. Our team of ‘meeters and greeters’
were enthusiastic and genuinely excited to register them and show them to their
tables where the ‘servers’ ensured they were never left wanting. Our ‘sitters and
chatters’ were engaging and everyone commented on how mature, engaging and well
spoken our students were. Both our students and our guests were keen to share
stories and talk about their lives and experiences.

It was truly a delight to welcome in members of the local community into our school;
building our relationships with those around us and really being ‘a flagship school
at the heart of the community’.
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Christmas Celebration

The High School Leckhampton hosted its third annual Christmas Celebration on
Wednesday 11th December, filling the evening with festive cheer and a variety of
musical performances. Students from across the school showcased their incredible
talent, with performances ranging from jazz ensembles to solo instrumental acts.
Highlights of the evening included the new Jazz Combo group, led by visiting music
teacher Mr Pope, Senior Choir, led by Mrs Vacher and the String Group, led by Miss
Payne. As is tradition, a number of members of staff performed with boomwhackers
shortly before the evening was rounded-off by a rendition of We Wish You a Merry
Christmas. In addition to this, there was also some great variety in the event with a
drama performance from Miss Winters’ Thespians, several readings (including one in
Spanish by Delphine Jones) and a dance item. Thank you to the PTFA for providing

mulled wine and mince pies after the event.
The event was a beautiful reminder of the school's vibrant community spirit and the joy
of coming together to celebrate the season.

The celebration brought together students, staff, and families, all sharing in the

festive spirit.
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Christmas Celebration
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Remembrance Day

This November, our school came together as a community to honour Remembrance Day
ina moving and thoughtful way. The entire school participated in a solemn
Remembrance Assembly, led by Mrs. Wood and Mrs. Cox. Members of our school
community contributed with heartfelt readings and a poignant performance of The Last
Post. The atmosphere was one of deep respect, as students observed the event with the
utmost attentiveness.

In a special tradition, students who are members of organisations such as Scouts,
Guides, and Cadets attended school in their organisation's uniforms, demonstrating
their shared commitment to remembrance and service. Additionally, the entire Year 9
cohort engaged deeply with the significance of Remembrance in their History lessons.
Through reflective discussions, they explored why this commemoration continues to
hold such profound meaning today. Each student then created their own piece of
Remembrance bunting to express their reflections, thoughts, and gratitude. As a
culmination of this, each Year 9 student created a unique piece of Remembrance
bunting to express their personal thoughts and gratitude. This powerful collection of
student work is now proudly displayed at the front of the school - a visual reminder of
the importance of remembrance and the voices of our young people.

We are incredibly proud of the students for their participation and thoughtful
engagement, and we thank our wider school community for supporting the observance
of this important day.
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House Gym and Dance

This week we held our House Gym and Dance competition, and what a competition it
was!

The standard for every house was incredibly high and it was wonderful to see so many
different styles of gymnastics and dance on show. Students across all year groups
worked together on their song choices, choreography, staging and costumes, and they
all created a positive environment for experienced performers and new performers to
work collaboratively.

The lighting and sound crew worked professionally in their preparations for the day and
ensured that each performance had the correct music and lighting to create their
overall image. They also managed to run a ‘live stream’ for the house to watch in the
drama studio whilst their performers were on stage.

The positivity and support that was given to all performers was something that each
house should be very proud of.

The themes for each house this year were:-

Chelt - Best of British
Isbourne - This is Me
Lilley Brook - Seasons
Windrush - Dance to Disney

Once all houses had performed during their allocated time slot a ‘Highlights Show’ was
put together for Period 5, where all Year 7 students and the performers from the day
were able to watch and celebrate some of the performances. This ranged from solo’s,

small groups, large groups and the House Open which was a combination of all year
groups.

The results for Houe Gym and Dance 2024 are:-

2nd Place Chelt, 192 points

3rd Place Lilley Brook, 178 points
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Modern Foreign Languages Christmas Card Competition

Our annual Christmas card competition has been a huge success again this year.
Students were invited to design a Christmas card featuring elements from a foreign
language of their choice, encouraging them to look beyond their own understanding
of Christmas and find out how the holiday is celebrated elsewhere in the world. With
cards created in French, Italian, Welsh, Danish, Norwegian, Arabic and Japanese, to

name just a few, it is fair to say that our students have fully embraced the spirt of
languages this festive season. Congratulations to all the students who participated -
you have made judging very difficult this year! We have been so impressed by the
creativity of our students, and we look forward to more exciting competitions in the
future.
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Iltalian Club

To celebrate the hard work put in by students in Italian Club this term, we
hosted a special Christmas party where we enjoyed traditional Italian holiday
foods, including panettone and canestrelli. Students also practised their
language skills by listening to some classic Italian Christmas songs, with Din
Don Dan, the Italian version of Jingle Bells, being a particular favourite. It
was a wonderful way to bring everyone together, celebrate Italian traditions
and spread some festive cheer! Italian club will resume on Tuesday lunchtimes
in room 1E4 in the New Year. Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo!

Linguists of the Month

We are pleased to announce our Linguists of the Month for December:
French - Toby Long (Y9)
Spanish - Fin Sudbury (Y8)
Both have shown exceptional dedication to their language studies, consistently
demonstrating a passion for learning and a strong work ethic. Congratulations to both
students for their outstanding achievements - keep up the great work!

PRORSUM SEMPER



ISSUE 15

DECEMBER 2024

Textile Trip: Workshop with Artist Liske Johnson

Earlier this month, twelve GCSE Art & Textiles pupils had the opportunity to travel to

Bromsgrove to work with artist Liske Johnson at her studio, Little Heath Barn Studio.

This trip was part of their coursework unit, where students are currently exploring a
range of techniques, with a focus on printmaking and dying technigues.

During the workshop, pupils learned the technigue of breakdown printing, which
involves using silk screens and thickened dyes to create images that progressively
"break down" with each pull of the screen. This unique technique produces an impressive
effect, allowing the image to shift and transform, creating textures and patterns that
evolve over time. Pupils were able to experiment with this process, creating a range of
fabrics that will be integral to their coursework in the weeks ahead.

Working with Liske, a professional artist, gave pupils the chance to gain practical
experience and insight into the working methods of someone in the field. They were able
to ask questions, get hands-on experience with the technique, and see how printmaking
is applied in a real studio setting.

Our students were engaged and thoroughly enjoyed experimenting with the process. The
fabrics they created will be valuable for their future work, and we are excited to see how
they incorporate these new techniques into their coursework. We look forward to seeing
the creative results from this inspiring experience.
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GCSE Drama Showcase

Our GCSE Drama students completed their first
performance this term of ‘The Changing Room’
by Chris Bush. Exploring the labyrinth of the
teenage years, the students worked as a class
to stage and choreograph their first play,
performed to their parents. Prospective GCSE
students in Year 9 were invited to a dress
rehearsal and many of them expressed their
excitement to pursue Drama next year when
they choose their options. The students have
worked relentlessly hard during lessons,
lunchtimes and after school to put their piece
together and created something truly brilliant!
After the show, we asked for feedback on the
performance and here is what the audience had
to say:

Wow! Very contemporary. A lot of talent in a

small group. A strong message about what it's

like being a teenager. Loved it! They all

smashed it!

Clear, confident and convincing performances.
A complicated text that they handled well.

Hard to pick out anyone. It felt they had built

up real trust in each other.

Britliant show! Hard work pays off. Funny,
dramatic and clever! Lines were clear, no
mumbling. Great song. Used the stage well.
Really excellent performance with brilliant .
timing, punchy interactions with each other andF=
they all exuded so much confidence which was
really wonderful to see!
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FREE OPEN DAY

Barnwood Secondary School

or

The High School, Leckhampton

January 11th 2025

10am to 11am

Parents observe whilst children take part in
20 minute dance, drama, singing session.

If children enjoy, they are welcome to stay
on until Tpm.

ANIV TUE RECT IN DEDEADMINR ADTC TDAINING

If your child cannot attend on 11th January, there will be a free taster workshop on
Wednesday 26th February 4:15pm - 5:15pm If you'd like to attend in February, please
complete the following form:
https://forms.office.com/e/QcTUDIRO7W
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RRSA Rights Round Up

This month's Rights Respecting focus was Article 27, which includes the right to food.

As part of our commitment to taking action to ensure all children have their rights, we

have once again organised a foodbank collection, with the donations split between the
Springbank Pantry and the Trussell Trust.

This year, we launched 'reverse advent' to inspire students to give as generously as
they could. Mrs Holland delivered an assembly on this theme at the end of November
and between then and Friday 13th December students from all tutor groups across the
school have brought in items of food and toiletries. Members of the RRSA Steering
Group organised the daily collection of these items and their packing for delivery on
Thursday 19th December.

Three students from the Steering Group helped deliver the items, which will help
support members of our community who are finding this time of year challenging.

Thank you for contributing so generously to this year's community foodbank collection.

f) Trussell

Ending hunger together

“Thank you so much for your amazing donation to the Foodbank. Every item really
makes a difference and it we are so grateful for your support and kindness. I'm sorry |
missed seeing you this morning and hope you all have a lovely break when you get
there.

Please pass on our thanks to all those involved.”

The Trussell Trust
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RRSA Rights Round Up

Congratulations to Flo Scott and friends, who have raised £46.40 for WaterAid,
our school's global charity for this academic year.

Flo had the idea of raising some money for WaterAid, by making bracelets and
selling them. Over a period of several weeks a team assembled by Flo made a
wonderful range of bracelets and keyrings, then held two bracelet sales in the cafe
area.

This was a fantastic effort raising money for a global cause. Flo and her friends
took the initiative, dedicated their own time to create the bracelets and organised
everything brilliantly. Very well done!

We welcome ideas for fundraising for Young Minds or WaterAid from any student -
please see Mrs Cox if you'd like to discuss a fundraising event!
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HSL Races to Empower

On Wednesday 27th November, 13 Year 8 students attended Empower, a cyber event
bringing together schools from Gloucestershire and surrounding areas. Supported by 10
leading industries, the event featured interactive workshops focused on cyber and
technology activities.

The event aimed to educate and inspire students about the world of cybersecurity and
technology, showcase the companies driving the sector, and introduce a diverse range of
professionals working within the industry. Ultimately, it sought to ignite students'
interest in pursuing careers in this exciting field.

Our HSL students excelled during the event, showcasing their logical thinking and
teamwork to solve a variety of puzzles and challenges.
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Science trip to IET Faraday Challenge

On Wednesday 11th December, we travelled to Chosen Hill school to participate in the
Faraday challenge. The Faraday challenge is an annual engineering competition for Year
8, which helped to enhance our teamworking skills and creativity by challenging us to
design and build a prototype of an invention. This invention had to be one of three things:
an educational toy for children, something to help people with disabilities, or something
to help athletes and sports players.

Our school had two teams of six, and we both chose to design an invention to help
disabled people. Team five’s invention aimed to allow wheelchairs to travel on stairs, and
team six’s invention aimed to alert a visually impaired person when something was in their
way. We had to assign each team member a role, and work well together to come up with
ideas, buy the equipment we needed, build circuits to make our prototype work, find
problems, and come up with solutions.

At the end of the day, we had to present our ideas, designs, and prototype to the judges
and explain how the real invention would function. The judges decided and presented the
winning team with the Faraday challenge trophy- our team won with our idea of how to
help a visually impaired person. | really enjoyed the day, and am glad | had this
opportunity.

Erin Hodgkinson Year 8

The day started off at the community entrance where all the people coming met up at
08:40. Soon we left in the minibus (Thank you Mr Champion) heading for the Chosen Hill
School. Once we got there, we entered a big hall. They explained the challenge; you must

design a prototype that can help society today. The options were: something to help
disabled people, something to help within sport, or a toy for a 2-5 years old child. There
were 6 groups in total, 4 were Chosen Hill students and 2 were High School Leckhampton
students. The 2 High School Leckhampton groups choose to do something to help disabled
people. We all worked hard for the entire day with a few breaks in between and finally it

was time to present what we had finished - or not finished since it was a timed event! A
group from our school ended up winning with the great Idea of putting a sensor on a shoe

so if you are blind and cannot see if the sensor detects something in front of you it will
make a noise to warn you. After winning we packed up and left on the minibus (Thank you

Mr Champion) and went back to The High School Leckhampton! Thank you Mr Taylor for

taking us on this amazing trip.
Moreton Gossling Year 8
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The IET Faraday challenge day was such an
invigorating experience which provided us with
lots of new information about engineering and
problem solving while also getting to make our

own prototypes in two teams.
Emma Abernethy Year 8

The Faraday challenge was an amazing
opportunity for everybody and was a great
experience overall.

Ruby Laszlo Year 8

The 2024 IET Faraday challenge day gave us
valuable knowledge on how to work in an
engineering team and prototyping
Isaac Harris Year 8
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Science Update

Cut Your Carbon Campaign Results
Thank you for all your support in helping our students take action against climate change
during the month of November as part of the Cut Your Carbon Campaign.
At the end of the month, each tutor group recorded how many of the six challenges on the
checklist were completed by each student. Below is a graph showing our total impact as a

school.
We have reported our results to Eco-Schools who have entered us into a draw to win Eco

. prizes.
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Winter Travel Survey 2024 Results
Thank you to all tutors who carried out the Winter Travel Survey with their tutor groups
on Wednesday 4th December. Below is a graph showing the results.

It is great to see that nearly 80% of our students usually either walk, cycle or scoot to
school. However, our student Active Travel Ambassadors have some work to do to convince
those students who would prefer to take a car into school of the health benefits and
benefits to the planet of travelling more sustainably.

The next travel survey will take place on Tuesday 20th May 2025.
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Science Update

Severn Trent Science of Sewage session

On Thursday 28th November, Rob Jansen from Severn Trent Water visited The High School
Leckhampton to deliver an informative and interactive session on the Science of Sewage

to our Year 7 students.

The session covered how the company treat the water coming out of our taps so that it is
safe to drink, and how they treat the sewage they receive so the water is safe to go back
into our rivers.

Students learned about what should and shouldn't go in our sewers and the impact this
can have on households, water treatment costs, and the environment.

Towards the end of the session, our students pledged to look after their environment by
following the guidance given to protect our sewers and we have received a commitment
certificate in recognition of this.

Students now have a better appreciation of the time and effort that goes into providing us
with clean water to drink and the link between this session, the work our Eco-Committee
do, and the UNCRC Article 24: Health, Water, Food and Environment. Thank you for Rob
for running this session for our students.

WO DERFUL ON TAP

COMMITMENT CERTIFICATE

This certificate is awarded to:

_efihoy Scwol LEkpAMTON

For making a promise to:
Onty putthe3 dBs wa bbo and not to pour any Fats, Oﬂs or Greases
do thes inkéo hldpk after our environment

Following our _Be OESENCE  agsembly
on: TINRINAN 2% k7024
Name Signature:
mr 64l .
"""""" gO/ %'w aduis  Educaton otiee (00 AANSEN
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Science Update

The Science of Christmas Talk
On Friday 13th December ten Year 10 students attended a special Christmas Talk at the
University of Gloucestershire Francis Close Hall campus. The talk was designed to be
interesting, accessible and of great value to students studying GCSE Science. There were
practical lab-based demonstrations, including fire and small explosions!

THE SCIENGE OF CHRISTMAS

When: Friday 13" December 1230-1400
Where: University of Gloucestershire, Park Campus.
Who: Professor Adam Hart

Some say Santa travels at the speed of light, but can
we measure light speed using kitchen equipment?
With the help of chocolate and some things definitely
not to be tried at home, Professor Adam Hart will
explore and demonstrate the science of Christmas.

Top Tips for a Sustainable Christmas
Make this Christmas the most sustainable one yet!
Read the WWF's (World Wide Fund for Nature) top tips for a sustainable Christmas here:
https://www.wwf.org.uk/top-tips-sustainable-christmas

& oo s g Q| XWASGFTS  ADOPT  DONATE H o

TOP TIPS FORA
SUSTAINABLE
CHRISTMAS

The season of goodwill is the perfect
time to be part of the movement
towards a more sustainable future.
So, if you're dreaming of a green
Christmas, check out our top tips
below and help bring our world back
to life.
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Year 10 Trip to GCSE Science o : :
he Scientists apoearine on the dav
Live! Birmingham 27/01/2025 & JC/SIHEES GRPEATng G this o

There are still around 20
places available for the GCSE
Science Live event in
Birmingham Symphony Hall on
Monday 27th January 2025.

For more information about the
event please see the following
website links:
https://sciencelive.org.uk/gcs
e/about-the-events/
https://sciencelive.org.uk/gcs

e/event_categories/birmingha DI‘M gie Aderin-
m/ , : FG'EQCk.

Trip Itinerary
9am - Leave HSL to travel to
Birmingham Symphony Hall by
coach.
10:45am - The GCSE Science
Live event starts
3pm - The GCSE Science Live
event finishes
5pm - Arrive back at HSL by
coach

m gcse scien:e

ive!

To secure a place for your
child please make payment on
Scopay. The trip will close
when all spaces have been
filled.
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Parent Updates

Emails

Please note that 12356@bromcomcloud.com needs to
be added to your white list/trusted contacts/safe
senders list to prevent email communications from
school being blocked by your email server or being

marked as spam/junk.

@

Christmas
Treecycling

Recycle your real Christmas
tree this January.

Our reliable and friendly team of
volunteers will collect your real
Christmas tree directly from your
front door, front garden or driveway.

Keep the holiday spirit alive this Boxing Day
with our annual 5K Fun Run! There will be a
prize for the best costume and post-run
refreshments available at The Dug Out Cafe.

Search Sue Ryder Christmas

Treecycling to book your
collection today.

Bookings close

8th January 2025.

We'll be collecting from 13th to
17th January 2025 from the
following postcodes:

GL20,GL28,GL29,GL31,GL3 2,GL20 5,

GL206,GL20 7, GL20 8, GL50, GL51, GL52,
GL53,GL54 1, GL54 2, GL54 4, GL54 5,
GL55 6 and GL56 0

FREE - All ages welcome

» For more information
and to sign up, head to

With an optional donation, your Christmas our website.
tree could become the gift of expert care
and support for seriously ill people and Hosted by Sportﬂy &
their loved ones. Leckhampton Rovers
Football Club
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