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Dear Parent/Carer,

The HSL History and Modern Languages Departments are very pleased to announce that we are planning to run a trip to France in December 2023 to visit the Christmas markets, to experience some French life and culture, to visit some WW1 museums and sites and, of course, to practise some French language skills. Travel will be by coach and ferry and we intend to use a well-established school tour company, Halsbury Travel Ltd who are ABTA and ATOL protected. For more detail of this company please visit:  https://www.halsbury.com 
Here is a sample itinerary for the trip, which will be finalised once we have final numbers.
This itinerary is for illustrative purposes only and all visits will be finalised after booking and are subject to availability.
Day 1  6th December 2023

05:00 Depart from school
13:15 Arrive Calais, drive to Wierre-Effroy
14:00 Visit to Le Fournil Boulangerie 
17:45 Arrive at accommodation and check-in  

Day 2  7th December 2023
Drive to Arras and a morning visit of the Wellington Tunnels (included)
Exploring the Christmas market and the town

Day 3 8th December 2023
Visit the Somme 1916 Museum (included)
Guided tour of the Somme WW1 Battlefields 
Possible evening activity e.g. bowling

Day 4 9th December 2023
Guided walking tour of Amiens 
Christmas market and the town

Day 5   10th December 2023
Visit Les Escargots du Bocage (snail farm)
Visit Le Touquet
17:00 Ferry/Eurotunnel crossing
21:45 Arrive back at school




We are estimating the total cost of the trip to be in the region of £475 which will be confirmed once final numbers are decided. Please note that your child will need their own passport in order to travel. We will try to accommodate all applications for this trip, however, if this is unfeasible and the trip is over-subscribed, priority will be given to students currently in year 8. If the trip is still over-subscribed names will be chosen at random and a waiting list will be created.
If you would like your son/daughter to participate in this trip please make payment by the online payment system (see below) by 7th January. It is our intention that all payments for trips will use the SCOPay system, as it will significantly reduce administration time. It is a user friendly system and easily accessible (www.hsl.gloucs.sch.uk and click on £ on the blue bar at the top right). If you need help setting up the online system, please contact Mrs Davis: sed@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk

The deposit of £50 will be non-refundable (if your child is offered place on the trip, if they are not, the money will be returned as soon as possible)

We are very much looking forward to our first overseas trip and we are hoping that many of our students will be excited by this opportunity. Please email Ms Claydon at lpc@hsl.gloucs.sch.uk if you have any questions.

Yours sincerely
HSL History and MFL departments
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